g6                  The Mahabharata : A Criticism.
as in Vishakha (Vishakhayah samipasthau Brihaspati
shanaishcharau).*    These double or supposed double
positions are sought to be explained by what are called
the Sayana and the NIrayana Nakshatras.    It is alleged
that two sets of Nakshatras were prevalent in those days
and ought always to be accepted.    As the vernal equinox
recedes back among the constellations  owing to the
precession of the equinoxes we cannot stick to these
fixed stars alone.   The vernal equinox may be supposed
to be the beginning of a set of conventional Nakshatras
called Sayana, the first Nakshatra in this conventional
set being   called Ashwini.     For  example   when   the
vernal equinox was in the real Nakshatra Mriga, it was
the Ashwini Nakshatra in the conventional set and each
succeeding Nakshatra changed its name  accordingly.
When both sets of Nakshatras are mentioned together
which Nakshatra is to be taken as the conventional and
which the real one, will depend upon the skill of the
interpreter.   The double positions of the planets men-
tioned in the Mahabharata are explained by taking the
vernal equinox in Punarvasu which in the conventional
set will be Ashwini.  It is thus explained that the Mriga,
Magha and Jyeshtha positions of the Moon, Mars and
Jupiter are conventional or Sayana while the Magha,
Jyeshtha and Shravana positions are real.   These double
positions thus indicate, it is said,  only approximately,
that the vernal equinox was situate near  Punarvasu
at the time of the Bharata war ; and this fact can show
us how many years have passed since then; the vernal
equinox receding nearly one degree in 72 years. \ Cal-
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